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Planned Research Groups
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Mobility and Universality in the Islamic Economy

Planned Research Group AO1 aims to clarify the uniqueness
and universality of several Islamic economic institutions, in-
cluding monetary, financial, market, and ownership systems,
in the context of inter-period and inter-regional comparisons.
This group in particular picks up on the following research top-
ics based on field research and document surveys, such as “the
mobility of Islamic economy, which implies flexibility and su-
pra-connectivity,” “comparisons between the Islamic economy
and capitalism,” and “the potential of the Islamic economy in
the future global society.”
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Changes in the World of Islamic Thought and Knowledge

Planned Research Group A02 focuses on how Islamic knowl-
edge has been translated and developed, and the roles it
has played in negotiation and dispute resolution. From the
perspectives of “the propagation and translation of Islamic
thought and knowledge,” “legal pluralism centered on Islamic
law,” and “negotiation and networking in international trade,
this group looks for the wisdom of connectivity on the basis of
field studies and documentary surveys.
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Migrants, Refugees, and Community Building

Planned Research Group AO03 conducts research mainly
through fieldwork and documentary surveys on the specific
topics of “community formation of Muslim migrants in Japan,
Europe, the United States and Southeast Asia, and relationships
with the host societies,” “connectivity among migrant commu-
nities in relation to refugee assistance,” and “initiative and in-
fluence of migrants and refugees in international politics” The
broad theme of this group is the building of mutual trust and
relationships between Muslims and non-Muslims within the
issues of large-scale migration and refugees in modern times.

Umayyad Mosque, Damascus, Syria
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The Ideas of the Muslim Community and State System

Planned Research Group BO1 conducts research mainly by
means of documentary surveys in libraries and archives around
the world on the specific topics of “ideas, international law, and
diplomatic relations among Muslim states,” “trade and interna-
tional relations in the maritime world,” and “connectivity and
the imperial character of the ruling elite,”in order to clarify how
connectivity and trust building were related to the Islamicate

state system and the “Muslim World" they built.
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Trust Building Through Thought and Strategy

Planned Research Group B02 discusses urgent issues of today,
including division and conflicts such as “Rohingya problems in
Myanmar,” “international disputes regarding the Syrian situa-
tion,"“religious conflicts in India” from the perspectives of both
Muslims and non-Muslims, to identify the dynamics that reli-
gious thought and dispute resolution strategies bring to trust
building in the tangled web. While based on a perspective of
religious certitude, Muslims sometimes consider changes in
strategy, such as possibilities of changing attitudes based on
the religious legitimacy. This group aims to reveal such trust

building contexts unique to Muslims.
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Trust and Peace Building in Conflict Affected Areas

Planned Research Group B03 will conduct field research onlocal
societies where coexistence between Muslims and non-Mus-
lims has become a point of political confrontation and has fi-
nally escalated into conflict, including examination of themes
such as “trust building and peacebuilding with non-Muslims,’
“provision of support, protection, and asylum through the vi-
talization of connectivity in the Islamic World,” and “dialogues
and mediation among different ideologies” in conflict-affected
areas. They conduct comparative studies about practical wis-
doms of peacebuilding and trust building for transcending the
divisions by organizing seminars and workshops, etc.
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Analyses of Connectivities by
Digital Humanities Methods

Planned Research Group CO1 aims at visual analytics of “con-
nectivity”and clarifies how “trust” was embedded in the web of
connectivity. Through visualization of networks on the basis of
text data extracted from biographical works produced in Islam-
ic civilization, they overlay the mesh of various kinds of human
relationships, such as marital relations, networks of academic
schools, political patronage, and personal connections made
through the intermediation of saints to reveal tacit knowledge.
In addition, they develop various approaches to the visualiza-
tion of data in coordination with other groups.
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Introduction to the Research Area

BRI UHMLER—E Principal Investigators of the Planned Research Groups

A01 RME1ES NAGAOKA Shinsuke
A02EfH 1=  NODA Jin

A03 BARHEFE KUROKI Hidemitsu
BO1iAR%{E%, KONDO Nobuaki
BO2 1L &  YAMANE So

BO3 BAHIEF  ISHII Masako

C01 BEEFNZXF KUMAKURA Wakako

Islamic civilization is characterized by its great ability to build
horizontal human relationships. The aim of this project is to
clarify the accumulation of such connectivity (relationship
building) and various aspects of trust building, and to convert
the “tacit knowledge” gained from this into “strategic knowl-
edge” by verbalizing and visualizing it, in order to establish a
new perspective for resolving the growing division in the world
today.

Centering on Islam, we will investigate with a global per-
spective the process of building trust in various connectivities,
covering a period of 1400 years from the beginning of Islam to
the present day. This is an issue that scholars in Islamic studies
have been somewhat aware of, but have not yet addressed in
their research. It is also a new area of research that has not been
dealt with in conventional studies of trust. This is therefore a
large project in area studies, in which scholars from various dis-
ciplines will work together and cooperate to tackle the issues of
this innovative area.

Islamic civilization has developed in societies whose peo-
ple have a high and broad mobility. Planned Research Groups
A01, A02 and A03 will focus on the movement of goods (Islamic
economy), information (changes in language and knowledge)
and people (migrants and refugees) from the perspective of
connectivity. These groups have a common theme: how to
build trust between people across the various boundaries that
exist in a pluralistic cultural environment.

This project will also deal with the issue of negotiation at
a higher level when trust is being built, from the perspectives
of the Islamic state systems, ideological strategy and peace-
building (Planned Research Groups B01, B02, and B03). These
studies will investigate various aspects of strategic knowledge
from the past to the present through which people have been
able to build trust by means of strong relationships, even with
others with whom they are sometimes in conflict.

Furthermore, we will try to “visualize” the tacit knowledge
revealed from these perspectives mentioned above by making
use of methods of digital humanities, which has made signifi-
cant progress in recent years (Group C01). Through this work,
we expect to detect new issues in the study of connectivity and
trust building.

As social division and polarization over Islam worsen in
many parts of the world, | am convinced that the “strategic
knowledge” that this project will reveal will be indispensable
for drawing an accurate chart that will be important for the fu-
ture course of Japan.
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Image from Wikimedia Commons (Public Domain).



